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F
resh from mythic adventures in the frozen North, young CONAN OF CIMMERIA’s 
wanderlust takes him south to the Nemedian principality of NUMALIA. A barbarian with 
no coin, no prospects, and an untamed thirst for wine and women, he embarks upon 

the first trade in his storied career: that of a thief. A simple enough prospect to most, but 
on this night the Cimmerian’s foray into petty crime will have consequences that ripple 
across the ages…

ON THE ROAD OF KINGS...
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NEMEDIAN 
CHRONICLES

“Know, oh prince, that between 
the years when the oceans 
drank Atlantis and the 

gleaming cities, and the years of the 
rise of the Sons of Aryas, there was 
an Age undreamed of, when shining 
kingdoms lay spread across the world 
like blue mantles beneath the stars 
— Nemedia, Ophir, Brythunia, 
Hyperborea, Zamora with its dark-
haired women and towers of spider-
haunted mystery, Zingara with its 
chivalry, Koth that bordered on the 
pastoral lands of Shem, Stygia with 
its shadow-guarded tombs, Hyrkania 
whose riders wore steel and silk and 
gold. But the proudest kingdom of the 
world was Aquilonia, reigning supreme in 
the dreaming west.  
 
Hither came Conan, the Cimmerian, 
black-haired, sullen-eyed, sword in 
hand, a thief, a reaver, a slayer, with 
gigantic melancholies and gigantic 
mirth, to tread the jeweled thrones of 
the Earth under his sandalled feet.” 



































NEW EVENT
STARTING THIS FALL!



SWORDS, SORCERY, AND SERPENTS!

Welcome to an age 
undreamed of!  
For those of you who  

are new to the world of Conan  
the Cimmerian, I hope you 
enjoyed this taste of what our 
regular readers have been 
experiencing for the last two 
years: swashbuckling adventure 
and weird horror in the pulp 
sword and sorcery tradition! And 
for our regular readers, welcome 
back and buckle up for a new 
round of tales of high adventure!

The Hyborian Age of Conan 
is a forgotten epoch of shining 
kingdoms and dark sorcery, set 
thousands of years in the past 
after a great cataclysm. Conan 
himself is a barbarian warrior 
from the gloomy northland of 
Cimmeria, whose wanderings 
lead to grand adventures in the 
civilized nations to the south 
and mysterious lands beyond. 
Throughout his career, he 
becomes a thief, mercenary, 
pirate, bandit chief, general, and 
eventually a king.

Conan was the brainchild of 
pulp magazine writer Robert E. 
Howard, who wrote hundreds 
of stories in the 1920s and ‘30s 
in many genres: weird fantasy, 
horror, historical adventure, 
westerns, hard-boiled detective, 
boxing, and others. He introduced 
a number of unique characters 
beyond just Conan: Kull of 
Atlantis, Solomon Kane the 
Puritan monster-hunter, the 
French sword-woman Dark Agnes, 
occult investigators Conrad and 
Kirowan, and many more. Regular 
readers of this series know by 
now that Howard intended for all 
of his characters to exist in the 
same continuity – what we have 
come to call the Howardverse.

by Jeffrey Shanks



This Free Comic Book Day 
issue by Jim Zub, Ivan Gil, and 
Jão Canola is the introduction to 
Conan: Scourge of the Serpent, 
a miniseries event arriving later 
this year which will explore three 
tales of the Howardverse – tales 
intertwined with the serpentine 
coils of the ancient snake god Set 
and her high priest, the Stygian 
sorcerer Thoth-Amon!

Thoth-Amon appears in the 
very first Conan story, in which 
he uses his Serpent Ring of Set 
to summon a demonic creature 
to exact revenge. Stygia, where 
Thoth-Amon holds sway, is an 
ancient land where sorcery reigns 
supreme and giant snakes slither 
through the streets. It is a land 
with pre-human origins, where 
in ages past the half-serpent 
Children of Set worshipped their 
patron in unspeakable rites. 

In the first of our tales, “The 
God in the Bowl,” a young Conan, 
plying his trade as a thief in 
the city of Numalia, first hears 
mention of the name Thoth-Amon 
and learns of the pre-human 

horrors of the primeval past. This 
was one of the earliest Conan 
stories that Howard wrote, and is 
told in the form of a “locked room” 
murder mystery. The story was 
rejected by the editor of Weird 
Tales, the pulp magazine, which 
published much of Howard’s work, 
and it would not see print until 
1952, long after Howard’s death.

Next, in “The Shadow 
Kingdom,” set tens of thousands 
of years before the time of Conan, 
the Pictish warrior Brule the 
Spear-Slayer aids his king, Kull of 
Atlantis, against the shape-shifting 
menace of the ancient serpent 
men. This story was published in 
Weird Tales in 1929 and was the 
first appearance in print of both 
Kull and Brule. Predating Conan’s 
debut by three years, many people 
consider this to be the first true 
sword and sorcery tale. 

And finally, in “The Haunter of 
the Ring,” Professor John Kirowan 
encounters the Serpent Ring of 
Set in the 1930s and learns that 
its sorcerous power has not waned 
over the intervening millennia. 

Published in Weird Tales in 1934, 
this story was part of a series 
of works in which Howard was 
writing somewhat in the style of 
his colleague and correspondent, 
H. P. Lovecraft, and contributing 
to what would come to be known 
as the Cthulhu Mythos. But 
unlike Lovecraft, Howard’s occult 
investigator protagonists, like 
Prof. Kirowan, were much more 
proactive in directly confronting 
the eldritch horrors they 
encountered.

Make sure you join us for the 
epic event Conan: Scourge of 
the Serpent later this year, as 
Jim Zub, Ivan Gil, and the rest 
of our crew explore these three 
classic tales of primal gods and 
dark sorcery. If you can’t wait for 
more serpentine sorcery, pick 
up Solomon Kane: The Serpent 
Ring by Patrick Zircher – on sale 
now. And don’t forget to reserve 
your copy of the ongoing monthly 
Conan the Barbarian series and 
its sister anthology title, The 
Savage Sword of Conan at your 
favorite local comic book shop!



BEHIND THE SCENES OF 
‘A SIMPLE STEAL’

A look behind the scenes of artist  
Ivan Gil bringing Conan and 

the Hyborian Age to life!

Page 2 pencils

Character Designs, Conan

Character Designs, Villains



Page 7 pencils
Character Designs, Villains



SNEAK PREVIEW!



To honor the triumphant new era of CONAN, our landmark twenty-fifth issue will be a true spectacle: an original, 
done-in-one, extended adventure crafted for longtime fans and new readers alike. And to make it even more 
extraordinary, every page will be fully painted by the legendary, fan-favorite Alex Horley!

THE NOMAD: Conan the King welcomes a strange visitor with an even stranger mission. Can the Ruler of Aquilonia 
prove his mettle or will the mysterious wanderer’s incredible power change the course of history? 
On Sale this September!



THIS MONTH! 

Prepare for SCOURGE OF THE SERPENT by catching up on the Cimmerian’s latest adventures in Conan the 
Barbarian #21! Written by Jim Zub and featuring the bombastic monthly debut of artist Fernando Dagnino!

The Great Serpent’s influence twists and turns, pulling Conan into their deadly coils as the Cimmerian and his 
allies are lured into Stygia… and what they find on this journey will make their blood run cold and set the stage 
for a conflict beyond their wildest imagination!
 






